LAND OF THE LION AND THE SUN

"We also used torture to effect cures/3 he continued
blandly. "But they were largely to cure people of murder
or thieving, or to aid their memories. One was to rip
open the belly by plunging a poniard into the left side, and
going right round to the back. In another, two saplings
were bent to the ground and the victim secured by a leg
to each of the trees, which were then released and sprang
apart, tearing the victim in two. This form of death was
said to have been invented for Bessus, the murderer of
Darius. Impaling, amputating hands and legs, and
immuring between four walls were common occurrences.
To egive a man the shoe' \vas to beat him with an iron-
heeled slipper across the mouth, breaking his teeth. Other
means of torture included being buried alive head upper-
most in 'living gardens,9 and hanging by the heels like
butchers' meat in the market-place."

A high official would have his property confiscated and
his harem broadcast. Common forms of torture were
scooping out the eyes, boring the nose and tongue with an
awl, blowing from the mouth of a mortar, beheading with
a blunt chopper, and the bow-string. For perjury, the
throat was crammed with tow or rags, molten lead being
poured into the mouth. Swindlers were branded upon
the forehead. Thieves and counterfeiters forfeited a
hand, or were tied to camels' tails by the feet, or
buried alive save for the head; their hands were cut
off, the stumps afterwards being plunged by friends
into boiling lard to prevent their bleeding to death, or,
according to Tavernier, "torn to pieces by his dogs
which he (the Governor) keeps a purpose for such
chastisements."

Murderers were quartered or disembowelled alive, and

carried about the streets until they died.   Robbers were

tied to the pillory in the bazaar, then trampled upon by

elephants.   Of three  thieves,   one  was   beheaded,   one

, blown from the mouth of a mortar, and one cut in half and
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